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TEXT  

Mark 6:14-29  (also Romans 3:22-23 and Luke 1:15)

14King Herod heard of it, for Jesus’ name had become 
known. Some said, "John the Baptist has been raised from the 
dead. That is why these miraculous powers are at work in 

him." 15But others said, "He is Elijah." And others said, "He is a prophet, 
like one of the prophets of old." 16But when Herod heard of it, he said, 
"John, whom I beheaded, has been raised." 17For it was Herod who had 
sent and seized John and bound him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his 
brother Philip’s wife, because he had married her. 18For John had been 
saying to Herod, "It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife." 
19And Herodias had a grudge against him and wanted to put him to death. 
But she could not, 20for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a 
righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe. When he heard him, he was 
greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him gladly.
 21But an opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet 
for his nobles and military commanders and the leading men of Galilee. 
22For when Herodias’s daughter came in and danced, she pleased Herod 
and his guests. And the king said to the girl, "Ask me for whatever you 
wish, and I will give it to you." 23And he vowed to her, "Whatever you 
ask me, I will give you, up to half of my kingdom." 24And she went out 
and said to her mother, "For what should I ask?" And she said, "The head 
of John the Baptist." 25And she came in immediately with haste to the 
king and asked, saying, "I want you to give me at once the head of John 
the Baptist on a platter." 26And the king was exceedingly sorry, but 
because of his oaths and his guests he did not want to break his word to 
her. 27And immediately the king sent an executioner with orders to bring 
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John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison 28and brought his 
head on a platter and gave it to the girl, and the girl gave it to her mother. 

29When his disciples heard of it, they came and took his body 
and laid it in a tomb.

I want to take you back to the days of black and white 
television.  Before flat screen TV’s and high definition, before 
digital technology, before remote controls, even before living 
color.  Back in the days of black and white television, there 
was a particular cigar commercial with a blond-haired woman 
wearing a white floor-length evening gown and singing a song.  
That went something like this: 

The minute you walked in the joint/ I could see you were a man of 
distinction/ a real big spender.  

Now what do you think the writers of that commercial were 
trying to appeal to?  Our desire to be distinctive, different, to 

stand out from the rest of the crowd.  Our desire to prove that we’re not 
ordinary, as we worry about, “What will become of us?” 

As Herod Antipas pondered that question, he wanted to be remembered.  
He did not want to be ordinary.  He wanted to be remembered as a man 
of distinction.  He was the tetrarch or ruler of the northern and 
northeastern regions of Israel.  

But later he would go in person to Rome to petition the Roman 
emperor, Gaius, for a kingdom like his father, Herod the Great, had had.  
He liked things of distinction.  He liked to listen to the preaching of John 
the Baptizer. He wanted to see Jesus perform a miracle.  He wanted to be 
thought of as a man of distinction, a real big spender, so he threw wild 
parties like the one where his stepdaughter, Salome, danced for him and 
his guests.  And, like a real big spender, Herod offered Salome half of his 
kingdom.  As if he himself were the Roman emperor with authority to 
appoint and depose kings.  But Salome asked, instead, for the head of John 
the Baptizer.
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Her own mother had put her up to it.  Herodias knew that as much as 
Herod wanted to stand out from the crowd, He still needed the crowd’s 

acceptance.  They both did.  Herod liked to listen to John 
preach.  But he had John imprisoned, because John had 
denounced Herod’s marriage.  Herod had taken his brother’s 
wife.  And John’s words could cost him the allegiance of his 
subjects.  

What the crowd thought of him and his wife was at stake.  So 
she capitalized on the situation.  Thinking that they could just 
be rid of John and knowing her husband so well, she advised 
her daughter on what to request.  When Salome made her 
request, the king was greatly distressed, but because of his 
promise and his guests he did not have the will to break his 
word to her.  As much as we want to be distinctive, different, to 
stand out from the crowd, we still worry about what the crowd 
thinks of us.  As much as we wonder what will become of us 
and want to prove that we’re not ordinary, we still yearn for the 

crowd’s acceptance. 

That yearning led Herod to order John’s execution, the murder of an 
innocent man, a distinctive sin.  

Yet, the Lord reminds us that there is no distinction, there is no difference 
for all have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God.  The failure 
to show moral courage is something to which we are all susceptible. It is 
hard to do the right thing or to say what needs to be said, because we all 
worry about what the crowd thinks of us and about what will become of 
us.  That’s how the Lord can say to you and me.  There is no difference. 
We’ve all sinned and fallen short of the glory of God.

Yet, we do see something different in John.  He was a sinner, too.  Yet, he 
didn’t seem to worry about popular opinion or what would become of 
him.  He wore clothes that were considered odd. His diet was far from 
commonplace.  He went against the current of public opinion by baptizing 
prostitutes, Roman soldiers-of-occupation, and those hated Roman 
collaborators, the tax collectors.  
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He called the Pharisees and the Sadducees a generation of vipers and 
pulled the rug of their genealogy out from under their feet.  He told 

Herod, “It is not right for you to have her.”  And he called all 
Israel, without exception, all the pietists, all the hierarchy, 
everybody to put themselves on a level with the goyim and 
be washed with his Baptism of repentance unto the 
forgiveness of sins.

 John acted with moral courage. He did what is right and said 
what needed to be said regardless of what might happen to 
him. Because he was free of worrying about what others 
thought of him. He was free of trying to be a man of 
distinction. For the most part he was free of worrying about 
what was to become of him, his reputation, or his life. John truly 
said about all of those things, “Who cares?”

Because there was Somebody who did that for John. 

There was Somebody to take care of what would become of him.  The 
same Somebody who takes care of what will become of you and me.  The 
same Somebody who takes care of what will become of this 
congregation. 

The true Man of Distinction. The Lamb of God that takes away the sins of 
the world, He cares. 

The Real Big Spender. Who spent everything it took to make up the 
difference for our falling short in the moral courage department. He spent 
everything it took, upon a cross. Jesus took care of the caring about John. 
Jesus called John the Baptizer the greatest of all who have been born of 
woman.  He called John a prophet, more than a prophet, called him the 
messenger foretold by the prophet Malachi, who would prepare the way 
of the Lord. Jesus called John the returning Elijah. Jesus took care of John 
and his reputation and what would become of him. 

The same as he takes care of those things for you and me and this 
congregation. He calls us His friends, His followers, the sheep of His own 
flock. And that’s what we shall be called for all eternity. For He has taken 
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care of what will become of us. We shall be raised from the dead as Jesus 
was.

So, living free of fear of what will become of us is no more 
our achievement than it was John’s. We do what is right and 
say what needs to be said, because Jesus takes care of what 
will become of us. 

Because Jesus gives us His Holy Spirit to enable us to trust 
that. John was filled with the Holy Spirit while still in his 
mother’s womb.  We are filled with the Holy Spirit from our 
Baptism on. So that with increasing freedom we may act with 
moral courage. 

Who cares what becomes of us when we do? 

The Man of Distinction does, the Real Big Spender.

Amen
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